[image: image1.png]



American Pie Council Announces Winners of 

16th Annual APC/Crisco® National Pie Championships 

APC Names Best of Show in Amateur, Professional and Junior Chef Divisions at 
Competition Held April 23-25 in Orlando

For more information contact:  

Mary Deatrick, DPR, mary@deatrickpr.com, 407-332-5212

ORLANDO (April 28, 2010) – How sweet it is! A handful of entrants to the16th Annual American Pie Council® (APC)/ Crisco® 2010 National Pie Championships® are now experiencing the taste of victory as they depart this past weekend’s Orlando competition with top honors. It took a record number of judges — 200 prequalified volunteer pie aficionados — to eat through almost 1,000 pieces to find the crème de la crème of North American pie bakers, but by the end of the competition, Best of Show, as well as first, second and third place winners were named in the amateur completion, as well as Best of Show, first place and honorable mention in the professional division and Best of Show and first place in the junior division— among an astounding 907 total entries.  The competition was held at the Omni Orlando Resort at ChampionsGate.

One hundred seventy (170) professional entries entered pies in nine categories, with the Best of Show winner selected among the first place winners. Andrea Spring of Bradenton, Fla. took first place in two professional categories: Cream and Raisin, and won Best of Show with her Raisin entry, a Chocolate Raisin Walnut Pie. This marked the first time in the history of the competition that a raisin pie has taken Best of Show, to the delight of category sponsor, the California Raisin Marketing Board. Professional first place winners were: 

· Apple (20 entries):  Phyllis Bartholomew of Colombus, Neb., with Sweet Cider Apple Pie.

· Crisco® Classic Cherry (15 entries): Linda Hundt from DeWitt, Mich. with Grandpa Ferrell’s Cherry Peach Blackberry Pie.

· Crisco® Classic Chocolate Cream (18 entries): Diane E. Selich of Vassar, Mich. with her Three Blind Mice Chocolate Cream Pie. 
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· Citrus (17 entries): Michele Albano from Norwalk, Conn. with a Twisted Citrus Blackberry Pie.
· Cream (18 entries): Andrea Spring of Bradenton, Fla. with her Hula Hula Pineapple Cream Pie with Fried Crust. 

· Fruit & Berry (22 entries): Valarie Enters of Altamonte Springs, Fla. with her Glazed Strawberry Cheesecake Pie.

· Nut (11 entries): Lisa Sparks of Atlanta, Iowa with her Caramel Chocolate Pecan Pie.

· Open (22 entries): Michele Albano of Norwalk Conn. with a Classic Italian Tiramisu Pie.

· Raisin, sponsored by the California Raisin Marketing Board (12 entries): Andrea Spring of Bradenton, Fla. with a Chocolate Raisin Walnut Pie.

The amateur category included 321 entries in 15 categories, with Best of Show in the Amateur categories selected from first place winners in each category. This year’s Best of Show award went to Kate Stewart Rovner of Plano, Texas for her Lemon Swirl Cream Cheese Pie. First place awards included:

· Apple (36 entries): Therese Josie Chaffee of Longmont, Colo. with her Splendid Apple Pie.

· Crisco®  Classic Cherry (17 entries): Emily Spaugh of Yadkinville, N.C. with a Blue Ridge Cherry Pie.

· Crisco® Classic Chocolate Cream (19 entries): Stan C. Strom of Gilbert, Ariz. with his Dark Chocolate Raspberry Glacier Pie.

· Citrus (23 entries): Christine Fiedorowicz of Denver, Colo. with Razzilicious Key Lime Pie.

· Cream (24 entries): Carol Socier of Bay City, Mich. with Raspberry Smoothie Cream Pie.

· Custard (9 entries): Christine Fiedorowicz of Denver, Colo. with “Put the Lime in the Coconut” Custard Pie.

· Fruit and Berry (27 entries): Hunny Lynn Lee of Kokomo, Ind. with Bumbleberry Pie.

· Nut (22 entries): Alberta Dunbar of San Diego, Calif. with Pecan Toffee Supreme Pie.

· Open (29 entries): Phyllis Szymanek of Toledo, Ohio with Chocolate Covered Strawberry Pie.

· Peanut Butter (22 entries): Melanie Adams of Cordova, Tenn. with Flutter Nutter Peanut Butter Candy Bar Pie.

· Cream Cheese (17 entries): Kate Stewart Rovner of Plano, Texas for her Lemon Swirl Cream Cheese Pie.

· Pumpkin (14 entries): Jill Jones of Palm Bay, Fla. with her Maple Leaf Pumpkin Pie.

· Raisin (17 entries): Carolyn Blakemore of Fairmont, W. Va. with a Raisin Delight Pie.
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· Splenda Sweetie (12 entries): Laura Francese of Gerry, N.Y. with a Splenda Caramel Peanut Butter Pie.

· Sweet Potato (13 entries): Evette Rahman of Orlando, Fla. with Deep South Sweet Potato Pie.

Seven junior chefs (ages 14-17) also competed in three categories. Best of Show honors going to Devin Davis of Plant City, Fla. with a Mango Cream Pie. First place winners were:

· Cream (4 entries): Mindy Johnson of Burke, Va. with a Chocolate Hazelnut Cream Pie.

· Fruit and Berry (1 entry): Devin Davis of Plant City, Fla. with a Mango Cream Pie.

· Open (2 entries): Gwendolyn Walker of Kissimmee, Fla. with a Peanut Butter Chocolate Bliss Pie.
Winners were also announced in the Commercial Bakery category which had 417 entries this year. A complete list of winners is available at www.piecouncil.org.

Emile Henry USA, makers of the finest quality ceramic bake ware and gourmet cooking products, returned for 2010 as the “Official Pie Dish” of the National Pie Championships.  Each junior, amateur and professional competitor received an Emile Henry ceramic pie dish, valued at $45 each.  Best of Show winners in the amateur and professional divisions each won $5,000, a new Sears Kenmore range and a Crisco® gift basket, while the top winner in the junior chef division received a $2,000 Crisco college scholarship and a Crisco® gift basket.  

To enter, APC members pay $15 per pie entry for amateurs and $20 per pie entry for professionals.  Non-members pay $35 per pie entry for either category.  Junior entries are free.
The American Pie Council offers individual membership for amateurs as well as professionals and commercial bakers. Pie lovers receive multiple benefits including the “Pie Times” e-newsletter, membership directory and member-only online “pie talk” access for idea exchange, pie recipes, coupons and discounted entry into the annual APC/Crisco® National Pie Championships. For more details, to become a member of the APC or to register for the National Pie Championships, visit www.piecouncil.org

Crisco® is a registered trademark of The J. M. Smucker Company.  For more information, visit www.crisco.com.

The American Pie Council® is the only organization committed to maintaining America’s pie heritage, passing on the tradition of pie-making and promoting America’s love affair with pie. The APC offers personal, professional and commercial memberships. For more information, please visit www.piecouncil.org. 
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