Pie’s Power Couple Make Baking Industry Top 20 List

American Pie Council Executive Director, Linda Hoskins, and Husband Rich Hoskins, President of Colborne Foodbotics, Named Among “Influential 20” by 

Baking Management Magazine
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CHICAGO (Dec. 15, 2009)  --  The American Pie Council’s (APC) executive director, Linda Hoskins, and her husband, Rich Hoskins, president of Colborne Foodbotics, have both earned a spot on Baking Management magazine’s “Influential 20” list. The Hoskins, called “the hardest working couple in the baking industry,” were the only couple named to the list, which included individuals from various affiliations, including bakeries, industry allieds, associations and government.


Baking Management’s “Influential 20” list recognizes those “whose leadership and efforts help strengthen the baking industry” and those who “have shown a propensity for leadership by acting as a force for change in the wholesale baking industry,” stated the magazine.

As executive director of the APC, Linda Hoskins is an organizing force for the pie industry, leading high-caliber national events such as National Pie Day, the APC Great American Pie Festival sponsored by Crisco®, the Pie Industry Seminar and the APC/Crisco® National Pie Championships®. Offering personal, professional and commercial memberships, the American Pie Council® is the only organization committed to maintaining America’s pie heritage, passing on the tradition of pie-making and promoting America’s love affair with pie. 

Linda is quick to credit her board of directors for making her job promoting the pie industry look so effortless. “My board is made up of top managers representing most of the pie producers in North America,” said Hoskins. “Their dedication and expertise is what continues to drive the baking industry to greater heights.”

Under Rich’s direction, Colborne Foodbotics, which designs, manufactures and services automation equipment and systems for the baking and food-related industries, has grown into the largest commercial robot integrator in the industry. Rich serves as ex-officio to BEMA, an international, non-profit trade association representing leading bakery and food equipment manufacturers and suppliers, and led the organization in a complete reorganization last year.
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He is currently the committee chair for the International Baking Industry Exposition (IBIE), leading the organization in preparations for its Sept. 2010 tradeshow to be held in Las Vegas.

 Rich, too, was honored to be named to the magazine’s “Influential 20” list,  “I'm so proud to be a small part of this impressive group that loyally work so hard at making sure we all have a better environment to work in,” he said. 

Under Linda’s direction, the APC is currently gearing up for its nationwide annual event, National Pie Day, January 23, and its three-day 2010 APC/Crisco® National Pie Championships April 23-25, 2010 and the APC Great American Pie Festival sponsored by Crisco®, held April 24-25, 2010.   The pie competition will be held at the Omni ChampionsGate Hotel in ChampionsGate, Fla., just outside Orlando.  Here, commercial, professional, amateur, and junior chef pie makers will test their tasty creations in a variety of categories. In 2009, more than 170 judges graded pies created by 138 bakers who entered 465 commercial, 130 professional, and 266 amateur pies.  The APC Great American Pie Festival sponsored by Crisco® is a free-admission family-friendly event, held in idyllic Celebration, Fla., that attracted a record 25,000 pie lovers and dessert devotees in 2009, in large part for its Never-Ending Pie Buffet where pie lovers can “taste drive” more than 50,000 slices of pie provided by the nation’s leading commercial pie makers. 

Participants in the National Pie Championships are encouraged to join the American Pie Council prior to registration in order to receive discounted entry fees. The American Pie Council offers individual membership for amateurs as well as professionals and commercial bakers.  Pie lovers receive multiple benefits including the “Pie Times” e-newsletter, membership directory and member-only access for idea exchange, pie recipes, coupons and discounted entry into the annual APC/Crisco® National Pie Championships.  

For more details, to become a member of the APC or to register for the National Pie Championships, visit www.piecouncil.org. Crisco® is a registered trademark of The J. M. Smucker Company.  For more information, visit www.crisco.com.
The American Pie Council is the only organization committed to maintaining America’s pie heritage, passing on the tradition of pie-making and promoting America’s love affair with pie. The APC offers personal, professional and commercial memberships. For more information, please visit www.piecouncil.org. 
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